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Indiana:

Indiana Blinded Veterans Association
VA Medical Center

1481 W. 10th St.

Indianapolis, IN  46202

(317) 988 3042 

(888) 878-6889 Ext. 83042

http://bvainrg.org
This organization provides support to fellow veterans who are blind or legally blind (service or non service connected) and their families deal with the challenges of blindness.  

Visual Impairment Service Team (VIST)

VIST Coordinators are located at local VA Medical Centers across the country.  They serve as the initial contact person for veterans who need help with issues related to vision loss.  VIST Coordinators are case managers who are responsible for ensuring that veterans with visual impairments and their families receive appropriate benefits and services.  Duties include provision of appropriate treatment plans and programs in order to enhance a blinded veteran's functioning level, identifying new cases of blindness, providing professional counseling, resolving problems, arranging annual healthcare reviews, and conducting education programs relating to blindness.  Available services include Orientation and Mobility, independent living skills, manual skills, visual skills and low vision services, computer access training, physical conditioning, recreation, adjustment to blindness and a family program. 

Visual Impairment Service Team (VIST) Coordinator
VA Medical Center
1481 W. 10th St.

Indianapolis, IN  46202
(317) 988-2576
(888) 878-6889 Ext. 82576
Visual Impairment Service Team (VIST) Coordinator

Northern Indiana VA Health Care Services (Ft. Wayne/Marion campuses)
2121 Lake Ave.
Ft. Wayne, IN  46805
(260) 426-5431
National:

Blinded Veterans Association (BVA)

477 H Street NW

Washington, DC  20001-2694

(800) 669-7079

E-mail:  bva@bva.org 

Website:  http://www.bva.org
BVA, the only national veterans service organization, has chapters in all states.  Through service programs, regional groups, resources, and advocacy before the legislative and executive branches of government, the BVA hopes to make life better for blinded veterans.  There is no charge for any BVA service and membership is not a prerequisite to obtain help.  All legally blinded veterans are eligible for BVA assistance whether they become blind during or after active duty military service. 

Disabled American Veterans (DAV)

3725 Alexandria Pike

Cold Spring, KY  41076

(877) 426-2838 (877 I Am A Vet)

E-mail:  http://www.dav.org/contact_us.html
Website:  http://www.dav.org
DAV is an organization of disabled veterans who are focused on building better lives for disabled veterans and their families.  Assistance in obtaining benefits, earned through military service, is provided at no cost.  DAV is fully funded through membership dues and public contributions.  It is not a government agency and receives no government funds.  DAV's largest endeavor is the National Voluntary Service Program.  In 88 offices, a corps of 260 National Service Officers (NSOs) and 26 Transition Service Officers (TSOs) directly represent veterans with claims for benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense.  This free service is available to all veterans.  NSOs operates an extensive network of programs through which veterans and concerned citizens provide services for their disabled veterans.  Services include the Transportation Network (provides veterans with rides to/from VA medical facilities for treatment), and the Voluntary Service Program (facilitates volunteers at VA hospitals, clinics and nursing homes).  Additional programs and services include legislative information and updates, transition services, disability evaluation, claim representation, mobile service schedule, veterans' information seminars, homeless veterans initiative and disaster relief.
National Association of Blind Veterans (NABV)

259 Regal Downs Circle

Winter Garden, FL  34787

(707) 430-0324

E-mail:  President@nabv.org
Website:  http://www.nabv.org
NABV is a division of the National Federation of the Blind and provides support to veterans whose blindness is service or non service connected
Monterey Bay Veterans, Inc.

32 K Cannery Row

Monterey, CA  93940

(831) 646-8324

E-mail:  info@mbv.org
Website:  http://www.mbv.org
A non-profit organization that provides Disabled Veterans and others with physical challenges a program of recreational rehabilitation therapy with special emphasis on marine activities.  Services include sports fishing, scuba diving, boating safety courses, scattering of ashes (with honors), sightseeing, and marine environmental education.  Two sports fishing events are held annually (spring and fall).  The Wheelchair Salmon Fishing Derby and the Wheelchair Rock Cod Fishing Derby brings fun and excitement to deserving Veterans.  The 

Operation Rebound: A Community for Physically Challenged Veterans

PO Box 910769

San Diego, CA  92191

(858) 526-6564 

E-mail:  nico@challengedathletes.org
Website:  http://www.operationrebound.org
Provides unparalleled sports opportunities and support to our troops and veterans of any branch of service and first responders who have suffered permanent physical injuries in the line of duty. 

Sun Valley Adaptive Sports (SVAS)

120 2nd Ave.

Suite 207

Ketchum, ID  83340 

(208) 726-9298
E-mail:  tom@svasp.org
Website:  http://www.svasp.org
SVAS offers programs for children, teens, adults, and veterans that cover a wide range of disabilities (physical, emotional, developmental and learning).  Programs include alpine skiing, snowboarding, Nordic skiing, whitewater rafting, kayaking, rock climbing, hiking, biking, running, martial arts, skeet shooting, fly-fishing, yoga, theater, swimming and hot springs.  SVAS also offers a special skiing program for blind veterans who have been wounded in Iraq.  All programs are free to participants.
United States Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Blind Rehabilitation Service (BRS)

810 Vermont Ave. NW

Washington, DC  20420

(202) 273-8483

Website:  http://www1.va.gov/blindrehab
BRS provides high quality care in a timely and appropriate manner enabling blinded veterans to acquire the skills and capabilities necessary for the development of personal independence and emotional stability.  This agency coordinates a healthcare service delivery system that provides a continuum of care for blinded veterans extending from their home environment to the local VA facility and to the appropriate rehabilitation setting.  Services include adjustment to blindness, counseling, patient and family education, benefits analysis, comprehensive residential inpatient training, outpatient rehabilitation services, provision of assistive technology, and research.  Elements of the blind rehabilitation program include Blind Rehabilitation Centers, Visual Impairment Services Teams (VIST) and VIST Coordinators, Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient Specialist (BROS), National Consultants, and a Computer Access Training (CAT) Program.  In addition, there are a variety of low vision services and blind rehabilitation programs within the Department of Veterans Affairs system including Visual Impairment Services Outpatient Rehabilitation (VISOR) programs, Visual Impairment Centers to Optimize Remaining Sight (VICTORS) programs, Intermediate Low Vision Clinics, Advanced Ambulatory Low Vision Clinics and Advanced Outpatient Blind Rehabilitation Programs.

United States Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Blind Rehabilitation Centers (BRC)

Website:  http://www1.va.gov/blindrehab/page.cfm?pg=7
BRC residential inpatient programs provide comprehensive adjustment to blindness training and serves as a resource to a catchment area usually comprised of multiple states.  BRC facilities offer a variety of skill courses designed to help blinded veterans achieve a realistic level of independence.  These skill areas include orientation and mobility, communication skills, activities of daily living, manual skills, visual skills, computer access training and social/recreational activities.  The veteran is also assisted in making an emotional and behavioral adjustment to blindness through individual counseling sessions and group therapy meetings.  Any VA health care facility may make a referral to a BRC.  The VIST Coordinator or Social Worker assigned to blind rehabilitation program at the appropriate VA facility prepares the application package and assures that it is forwarded to the VA Medical Center.
United States Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Edward Hines, Jr. Hospital

5000 S. Fifth Ave.

Hines, IL  60141

(708) 202-2272

Website:  http://www.hines.va.gov
The CBRC, a BRC facility at Hines, offers the highest quality blind rehabilitation services through a broad range of rehabilitation, education, and research programs.  Veterans, who are referred from VA hospitals in more than 14 Midwest states, participate in Orientation and Mobility, manual skills, living skills, visual skills, computer access training and counseling. 

Veterans' Healthcare System (VHA)

Website:  http://www.va.gov
VHA serves the needs of America's veterans by providing primary care, specialized care and related medical and social support services.  VA benefits and services are available to veterans, family members or survivors of veterans.
Visually Impaired Veterans of America (VIVA) 
Skip Sharp, President 

E-mail:  blueskies.acb@gmail.com
Website:  http://www.acb.org/viva
VIVA is a division of the American Council of the Blind and provides support to veterans whose blindness is service or non service connected

